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Physically Located – Madison West, 1st Floor 
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Madison West, 1st Floor – Come Visit! 
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Basic Facts - OID 

• Formed in 2011 

• Objective: ensuring independent inventors, 
small businesses/ entrepreneurs, university 
inventors, and minority/under served 
populations better understand, secure, and 
utilize IP, with a focus on patents 

• Expansion of previous Office of Independent 
Inventor Programs 



UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE 

Broad Range of Long Term and Ad Hoc 
Engagements and Programs – Unique Stakeholders 
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Innovators 

• Inventor Conferences and Satellite Office Saturday 
Seminars 

• Support for Inventor Organizations 

• Participation in Inventor attended events 

• Inventors Resource Page on USPTO Website 

• Inventors Eye Bi-Monthly publication  
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Inventors on the USPTO Web Site 
http://www.uspto.gov/inventors/index.jsp 
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  AIA Videos  

  

 

AIA Videos on  

YouTube; more  

Videos to come! 
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Inventors Eye Bi-monthly Publication 
http://www.uspto.gov/inventors/independent/index.jsp 
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Pro Se Pilot Program 
Assistance and Examination Shops 

• In response to White House Executive Action 

• Target Launch Date, October 1, 2014 

• Art Unit of approximately 15 examiners dedicated to 
examining predominantly pro se applications 

• Estimated will handle 500 applications during year 
long pilot 

– Applications to be selected from oldest undocketed 
inventory of pro se applications 

• Complimentary Pro se assistance shop to be located 
in OID 
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Assisting the Engine of the Economy 

• Annual Women’s Entrepreneurship Symposium 

• IP Assessment Tool 

• SBIR/STTR Participation 

• Support to Cornell Tech Partnership 

• Support to Business Incubators 
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IP Awareness Assessment Tool 
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• Collaboration with DOC-MBDA 

• White House Council on Women and Girls Working Group 

• Library program 

• Former collaboration with NAIPEC, continued efforts with 
TCUs 

• Collaborations with HBCUs 

 

Diverse Audiences 
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MBDA on-going Webinar Series 
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The Next Generation 

• Conducted in cooperation with Patents and HR hiring 
efforts 

– Provide IP education to Freshman, Junior, and Senior level 
engineering/science classes.  Some law school, business, and 
entrepreneurship classes. 

• Meet with technology transfer offices, faculty, and student 
organizations 
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University Related Outreach 

• Develop collaborations with National 
Academy of Inventors, NCIIA, and AUTM  

• Participate Collegiate Inventors Competition 

• Participate in National Conferences for Diverse 
Engineering/Science Societies, e.g. SHPE 
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General Public Engagement for IP 
Education 

• White House Executive Actions 

• Smithsonian Institution Collaboration 

• Maker Faires 

• World IP Day 

• Boy Scouts of America 

• Celebration of Patent Milestones 

• USPTO Tours and Visitor Educational Programs 
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White House Executive Actions 

  

OID integrally involved   

developing content and  

implementation 
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Smithsonian Institution Collaboration 

• Activities to occur over period of years at a 
variety of SI venues 

• MOA between USPTO and SI 

• Modification of previous MOA for 
collaboration at SI Arts and Industries Building 
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How Do We Achieve? 

• Through dedicated OID staff, USPTO persons 
on detail to OID, and collaborating with others 
within the USPTO and external to the USPTO. 

– Many thanks to USPTO colleagues in: 

• Patents 

•  Trademarks 

• The Global Intellectual Property Academy 

• The Office of Policy and International Affairs 

• The Office of Education  
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Some of Our Many Collaborators 
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Contact Us 

• Office of Innovation Development 

www.uspto.gov/inventors 

571.272.8877 

independentinventor@uspto.gov 

• Elizabeth.dougherty@uspto.gov 

571.272.7733 
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